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MR. PRESIDENT: 


Tues., Oct. 29, 1968 
3:35 p. m. v Qs 
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At Tab A is the Bunker report you already know. 


At Tab B is Vance's telephonic report of his 
conversation with Lau. 


We do owe it to Hanoi to tell them by 6 p. m. 
that we are not stopping the bombing tonight because, 
I would guess, they have already issued orders to 
their forces to obey at the DMZ and the cities -- 
and, perhaps, not to fire on our recce aircraft. 


We shall be considering this as a first item 
at 4:30 and probably be in touch with you from 
Sect. Rusk's office. 
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P. S. At Tab C is the passage between Harriman 
and Lam, which I sent to you some time ago, 
which, I believe, is the basis for the second of 
Thanh's four points. 
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October 29, 1968 




I Ambassador Bunker called secure from Saigon at 2:00 p.m. 
EST (3:00 a.m. Saigon time, 10/30) 

. J * » * ■ ' ‘ , ' ‘ • 

* • • * * 


1. Bunker had just returned from the Palace where he. had 
been asked to go to see Foreign Minister Thanh after the NSC 
meeting had concluded. 

2. Thanh raised four points with Bunker on behalf of the 

GVN Leadership: \ . 



(1) Under the SVN .constitution the President is 
required to consult with Leaders of the Assembly 

j- and the Leaders would have to be convened and 
: possibly a plenary session of the Assembly in order 

to approve going ahead with negotiations* 

« • . 

4 « 1 

(2) ! President Thieu had been disturbed by a report 

i. 1 from Ambassador Lam in Paris in which Lam claimed 

that Harriman had stated that the US was not 
opposed to a separate NLF delegation and the'US 
i could not force the DRV to negotiate with the GVN 
directly* Bunker pointed out our whole position 
was based on the "our side/your side” formula and 
that we had made it clear to the GVN that we could 
1 not tell Hanoi how to organize its side; just as 

Hanoi could not tell us how to organize our'Bide* 

• '■ _ 

♦ ■ * • ■ • 

^ 1 1 

(3) Questions of procedure must be settled before the 
iGVN would go to the first meeting because it did 

not want that first meeting to be disrupted. 

Bunker made it clear we could not settle procedures 
in advance but would present a united iiront with the 
j with the GVN on procedures at that time. 

<4) Thieu and Ky need more time for preparation. The < 
GVN delegation is not ready and cannot get ready 

i . -by November 2. . , 

1 . 

1 

3-. Thieu had gone to bed but would be sending a personal message 
to President Johnson later Wednesday morning. 
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: A Bunker stated in summary that it is clear the GVN is 

not ready to proceed. Bunker told Thanh that he would have to 
report to Washington that the GVN. was not willing to go ahead 
for the four reasons given by the Foreign Minister. Thanh 
said that President Thleu intends to instruct Lam to return 
to Saigon. Bunker told Thanh that Bui^piero should come in 

and discuss these problems with us in Washington, 

• ‘ ' * *. * • . , 

■ • 5. •' Bunker suggests that we consider giving the GVN 24 

more hours before cessation and perhaps two days more ^until 
November 4) for the first meeting, but he does not know • 
whether such s proposal would be accepted# 


Benjamin Hi Read 
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Ambassador Vance called at 3:00 p.tn. on the secure phone 
; (9:00 pun, Paris time) 


1. Vance opened his meeting with Lau in accordance with 
Instructions from the Secretary with a statement that he had 
not yet received instructions. Vance stated that theewere 
a number of complexities in the picture on our 6ide because 
of the allied elements, the need for consultations here and 
in other capitals and the time zone differences. He said 
we had worked intensively on the problem and as soon as he 

received instructions he would let Lau know. 

♦ 1 ♦ 

. • • 

2. Lau asked Vance to explain what our problems were. He 
asked if the shift of time (from 1600 GMT to 0001 GMT) was 
what had caused us difficulties. If so, Lau said, let him 
know and the DRV would take -it into consideration. If the 
U.S. could not accept the secret minute we*/should also let 
him know that fact. Lau said he understood that we had 
complexities but again asked us. to let him know what our 
problems were. 

* 

* i , f 

3. , At the end of the brief meeting. Lau said if the U.S.' was 
not going to stop the bombing tonight at the time the DRV had 
proposed, we should let him know before midnight (Paris time) 
''that is only fair". 

4. ! Comment : 

Vance thinks that if we do not intend to order cessation 
tonight we should let Lau know by midnight Paris time. Vance 
believes that the DRV may be prepared to drop its demand for 
a secret minute if we insist, particularly if we are able to 
indicate Jfco them that we are prepared to stop the bombing 
at 1600 GMT Wednesday, as we originally proposed. 
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